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nothing was heard save the sounds of the fast-moving train,
and of water falling, pattering, dripping, rushing in every
direction. As we arrived near the crest of the range the clouds
gradually parted, like curtains being drawn back, and then was
disclosed a landscape which travellers at that season see
repeatedly, yet never tire of seeing. The trap-rock rose in
domes and towers piercing the sky; the geological formations
ranged themselves in precipices like mighty walls. Over these
steep sides there tumbled numerous cascades, hundreds of feet
from top to bottom, so that the dark escarpment was marked
with lines of glittering white. All around us the forest and the
lesser vegetation had that luxuriance which is produced when
rainfall, measured not in inches but in feet, is followed by
sunlight shining strongly through a hot atmosphere.

By reason of several visits on official business connected
with the Central Provinces, I was able to observe the manner
in which Sir Bartle Frere was administering the Government
of Bombay. I also became acquainted with the principal
persons, European and Native, who were prominent in society
or influential in public affairs.

Sir William Mansfield (afterwards Lord Sandhurst) was then
Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay Army and ex-officio a
Member of the Governor's Council. He had served with much
efficiency as Chief of the Staff to Sir Colin Campbell, afterwards
Lord Clyde, during the war of the imitinies, and thus carried
great weight in all military affairs. His experience had not,
however, been confined to the army, for he had formerly obtained
diplomatic employment in Europe. Also he had from his
early years applied himself to all manner of questions con-
cerning currency, banking and general finance, for which he
possessed naturally an extraordinary aptitude. Indeed it was
understood that he had at one time deliberated on the expe-
diency of resigning the command of his regiment in order
to direct the management of a bank. Though much occupied
by his proper duties as Commander-in-Chief, he retained his
liking for economic studies. He also took a keen interest in
the commercial affairs of Bombay, which interest grew keener